12
THE RISE OF JULIUS CAESAR pontifex maximus, later slain by the Marians, perhaps refused to carry out the ceremony.
Since Caesar was being groomed for this unwarlike priesthood, he seems to have had no part in the terrible struggle for supremacy between Sulla and the Marian forces. On the side-lines he must have witnessed the crimes and the murders committed by both sides, and what he saw then may well explain the calculated policy of mercy that Caesar adopted in a later civil war.
Sulla, victorious in 82, seems at once to have had plans for Caesar, not as an ineffective priest of Jupiter, for he saved Caesar from that fate, but as a representative of Sulla's own class, the patriciate. But Caesar firmly refused to divorce Cinna's daughter in order to make a proper marriage, such as Sulla was arranging for other nobles. The story is that Caesar then had to flee from Sulla's agents, who were carrying out the brutal proscriptions, and that, as a result of the pleas of the Vestal Virgins and of his mother's relatives on the Sullan side, his life was spared, though his property and his wife's dowry were confiscated.
Caesar did not stay in Rome to witness the organization of the Sullan constitution, which, by various measures, including the reduction of the tribunate of the plebs to impotence, was designed to establish a government controlled by the Senate. Instead, he went out to seek a military career, not under the Marians still fighting in Spain, but on the staff of the Sullan governor of Asia. Thus he began a decade of compromise with the Sullan system. Caesar quickly won the confidence of his commander and served as his emissary at the court of Nicomedes of Bithynia.
More important, because of its political implications, was the decoration that Caesar won from his commanding officer at the siege of Mitylene, the rare distinction of the civic crown, a wreath of oak leaves, awarded for saving the life of a Roman citizen. The political significance of the civic crown for Caesar's career, as Dr. Helen E. Russell has pointed out, can be deduced from Livy's account of the enrolment of new members of the depleted Senate after the battle of Cannae, an action carried out by a dictator who, as a former censor, was evidently following regular procedure. This dictator enrolled all holders of magistracies in descending order to the quaestors, and all the men who had spoils captured from the enemy or who had been awarded the civic crown. We know that when Sulla, as dictator, filled the ranks of the Senate after the murders and deaths of the civil war, he made membership automatic for quaestors. He may have done the same thing for possessors of enemy spoils and of the civic crown. In that case, THE RISE OF JULIUS CAESAR 13 the young Caesar would at once have become a senator, a status at least suggested by a legateship he held several years later. It is also not unlikely that either under Sulla's law or by special senatorial action, for which there are certain parallels in the sources, Caesar was permitted to be a candidate for office before he reached the age specified by law. That would explain why Caesar held the praetorship and consulship two years earlier than the legal age, and would remove the strongest argument against accepting Ioo B.c. as the date of his birth.
On 
THE RISE OF JULIUS CAESAR
The distinction of the chief priesthood had no effect on Caesar's espousal of popular causes. That was clear on the famous Nones of December 63, when he took a stand against the death penalty for the Catilinarians. Whether or not he was involved in the conspiracy (he probably was not), he realized, and was to prove later, that the people could be roused over the execution of citizens without trial. In the published version of the speech delivered at this same meeting, the consul Cicero, recognizing his own danger, tries to placate Caesar by attributing to him not demagoguery, but genuine concern for the welfare of the people (animum vere popularem saluti populi consulentem). But there was plenty of demagoguery in Caesar's activity in the following year. It included not only attacks on Catulus, but a contest with Cato, who had emerged in the Catilinarian discussion as the new leader of the optimates.
If there was any chance, as Cicero seems vaguely to have hoped, that Caesar could be won over to the 'good' men, Cato ended it, for by his obstructionist tactics in the Senate he not only prevented Caesar from celebrating a Spanish triumph, but at the same time blocked the plans of Crassus and Pompey, thus preparing the way for the famous deal made by the three men. And so, as consul in 59, Caesar, acting like a tribune (as his enemies said), obtained from the people, in defiance of the Senate, the measures his associates demanded and, through a tribune, secured for himself an army and a five-year command in a province at the gates of Italy.
If he could win great victories-and Caesar, if no one else, knew that he could-he now had the weapons with which he had seen Marius and Sulla and Pompey win primacy in the state. He had a wide knowledge of the empire and its problems, but only slight experience in commanding troops, for his raids on pirates, on cities of Asia, and even on the mountain fastnesses of Portugal hardly counted. The chief scene of his fighting had been the Forum and the Campus. We know only a small part of the story, a story of a life of movement, of initiative, of swift decision, of painstaking political organization, of the use of almost any means to gain his end.
Caesar's ancestry had not helped him greatly, but he had made good use of Venus, perhaps of Iulus, and of Ancus Marcius. His Marian associations had almost wrecked his career, but he had known how to derive advantage from them later. He owed much to the relatives and friends who had saved him from Sulla, to Sulla himself, who had rescued him from the priesthood of Jupiter, to the Sullan commander who had awarded him the civic crown, and to the Sullan pontifices who, by electing him to their college, had made him eligible for the powerful high priesthood. When he abandoned his course as a 'good' man, and set out on what Cicero calls the via popularis, he was deeply indebted to Pompey, the leader in the destruction of the Sullan constitution, and to Crassus, who placed his great wealth and powerful friends at Caesar's disposal. Thejourney took Caesar, as it had taken Marius, to the heights; but the sovereignty of the people, the theme of endless tribunicial orations, was lost on the way. How little Caesar cared about the loss was clear when in 49 he pushed aside the tribune of the plebs who barred the doorway of the Treasury; when in 44 he brought low two tribunes who opposed his honours; when, as dictator, he repeatedly made a mockery of the assemblies in which a sovereign people had once passed its laws and elected its magistrates. Yet there had been something prophetic in the words of Cicero in the fourth speech against Catiline; for, at the same time, in his statesmanlike measures, Caesar, with understanding of the problems of empire, manifested a deep concern for the welfare of the people of Rome, of Italy, and also of the provinces that he tried to amalgamate with Italy--in short, of all the people over whom, in everything but name, he had established a regnum. sites were Greek ranks as one of the most brilliant achievements of scholarship, and has been internationally acclaimed a feat of the same order as that of Champollion in deciphering the Egyptian hieroglyphs. The brilliance of this discovery is matched by its importance; it will take years to work out the consequences of the new knowledge, which proves that Mycenaean civilization was Greek-speaking, gives us texts contemporary and comparable with texts from the adjoining civilizations of Egypt and the Near East, and shows us the state of the Greek language half a millennium before our earliest Greek literature. Michael Ventris was trained and practised as an architect, and there lay ahead of him a career of exceptional promise. He had an uncanny gift for languages ancient and modern, and was fired to study the Linear B texts by a lecture given by Sir Arthur Evans which he heard when he was a schoolboy at Stowe. He was, moreover, a man of remarkable personal charm. Accordingly many of his friends and colleagues feel that others may wish to join them in forming some memorial to his genius and personality; and a distinguished group of scholars, with the societies concerned with his two main interests, architecture and Greek studies, has issued an appeal for support for a Michael Ventris Memorial Fund. This would be administered by a trust representing the two interests, and used to found a memorial award or scholarship open both to post-graduate students who were working on subjects connected with Mycenaean civilization and to students of architecture. Contributions should be made out to the Michael Ventris Memorial Fund, and sent either to the Secretary, Architectural Association, 34-36 Bedford Square, London, W.C. I, or to the Secretary, Institute of Classical Studies, 50 Bedford Square, London,
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